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WHAT IS C LAIMED IS: 

A method for configuring the software/of a USB-compliant server 
compdter of a computer network, comprising the steps 
5 coupling a communications Unk between the server computer and a 

configuration computer, the communications Hnk (joupled at a USB port of each of 
the server computer and the configuration compute 

estabHshing data communication ©etween the server computer and the 
configuration computer through the communications link and the USB ports of the 
10 server computer and configuration computer; ^d 

communicating data between the server computer and the 
configuration computer to configure the software of the server computer. 

2. The method for configuring the software of a USB-compliant server 
computer of claim 1 , wherein the step'^ of establishing data conmiunication between 
1 5 the server computer and the configuration computer comprises the steps of, 

transmitting from tho^configuration computer to the server computer a 
query conceming the identity of thp server computer; and 

receiving from th^ server computer data indicative of the identity of 
the server computer. 

20 3. The method ^or configuring the software of a USB-compliant server 

computer of claim 2, further comprising the step of determining at the configuration 
computer whether the sewer computer is a USB-compliant device. 
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4. The method for configuring the software of a USB-compliant server 
computer of claim 3, further comprising the step/)f performing a configuration 
routine at the configuration computer on the basfts of the identity of the server 

^ computer to permit the configuration computer /to communicate v^th the server 
5 computer if the server computer is determined to be USB-compliant. 

5. The method for configuring the software of a USB-compliant server 
computer of claim 4, further comprising the step of initiating configuration 
application software at the configuration computer. 

6. The method for configurinlg the software of a USB-compliant server 
10 computer of claim 5, further comprising the steps of communicating between the 

configuration computer and the server computer to cause the server computer to 
initiate configuration application software at the configuration computer to permit 
data commimication between the comfiguration computer and the server computer. 

15 7. The method for configuring the software of a USB-compliant server 

computer of claim 1, wherein th/ configuration computer is a portable computer. 

8. The method for configuring the software of a USB-compliant server 
computer of claim 1 , wherein the configuration computer is a palmtop computer. 
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9. A method for communicating data between a computer and a 
programmable device, the programmable device incluaing application software able 
to execute on the programmable device, comprising me steps of: 

coupling a cormnunications link be^een a USB port of the computer 
and a USB port of the programmable device; 

configuring the computer to G6mmunicate vdth the programmable 
device as a USB -compliant peripheral device ^^nd 

transmitting data between th/ computer and the programmable device 
across the communications link accordingyio the USB communications standard. 

10. The method for communicating data between a computer and a 
programmable device, of claim 9, wherein the step of configuring the computer to 
communicate with thej^granmiaDle device comprises the steps of: 

transmiftioac^on/ the computer to the programmable device a query 
requesting that the progrknima)6le device provide USB identification data; and 

receiving the^SB identification data from the programmable device at 

the computer. 



11. The memod for communicating data between a computer and a 
20 programmable device^ of claim 10, further comprising the step of initiating a USB 
auto-configure routine at the computer on the basis of USB identification data 
received from the programmable device. 



12. /The method for communicating data between a computer and a 
25 programmable^ device of claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of initiating at the 
computer anplication software for configuring software resident at the programmable 
device. / 
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13. The method for communicating data yoetween a computer and a 
programmable device of claim 12, further comprising the step of transmitting a 
communication between the computer and the pro^ammable device to initiate at the 
programmable device a software application for the configuration of the 
programmable device. 
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14. The methoJl compmnicating data between a computer and a 
programmable device of c^im 9/wherein the programmable device is a server 
computer. 

15. The method/for communicating data between a computer and a 
programmable device of ylaim 9, wherein the programmable device includes, 

a processing unit; 
a mer 

and/a USB coupled between the processor and the USB port of the 
programmable^evice. 




ATTORNEY' S DOCKET PATENT APPLICATION 

016295.0402 

18 



10 



16; A method for transmitting data between/a network device and a 
comp>fter, comprising the steps of: 

coupling a USB link between USB port^of the network device and the 

computer; 

receiving from the network device ^ia the communications link USB 
identification information sufficient to identify ^e data transfer parameters of the 
USB device; 

configuring the data transfer pai^meters of the computer in response to 
the USB identification information received fifom the network device; and 

transmitting data between ythe network device and the computer 
according to the USB standard. 
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17. The method ^ transmitting data between a network device and a 
computer of claim 16, whereil^ the ^tep of transmitting data between the network 
device and the computer includes thre step of transmitting data between the network 
device and the computer to control yme operation of the network device. 
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18. The method for /transmitting data between a network device and a 
computer of claim 1 7, whereii^he network device is a server computer. 

19. The method/for transmitting data between a network device and a 
computer of claim 16, \^erein the step of transmitting data between the network 
device and the computer includes the step of transmitting data between the network 
device and the computer to monitor the operation of the network device. 

20. The method for transmitting data between a network device and a 
computer of claim i 9, wherein the network device is headless. 
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21/ A method for configuring the software of ayserver computer, the server 
comput^ having the ability to transmit data according tVa data transmission protocol 
that accommodates hot-swapping of peripherals an/l automatic identification of 
peripherals capability, comprising: 

coupling a communications link between the server computer and a 
configuration computer, the commimications link coupled at a port of each of the 
server computer and the configuration computer,yme port having the capability of 
transmitting data according to the data transmission protocol; 

establishing data communicaticm between the server computer and the 
configuration computer through communicalions link and the ports of the server 
computer and the configuration computer; and 

communicating data between the server computer and the 
configuration computer to configure the software of the server computer. 



15 22. The method for configuring the software of the server computer of 

claim 21, wherein the step of establiming data communication between the server 
computer and the configuration computer comprises the steps of: 

transmitting data from the configuration computer to the server 
computer a query concerning the Mentity of the server, computer; and 

20 receiving from t^e server computer data indicative of the identity of 

the server computer. 



25 



23. The method yfor configuring the software of the server computer of 
claim 22, further comprising the step of determining at the configuration computer 
whether the server computer has the ability to transmit data according to the data 
transmission protocol. 
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24. The memod for configuring the software of the server computer of 
claim 22, further comprising the step of performing a configuration routine at the 
configuration computer on the basis of the identity of the server computer to permit 
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the configuration computer to communicate with the server computer if the server 
computer is determined to have the ability to transmit data according to the data 
transmission protocol. / 

25. The method for configuringyme software of the server computer of 
claim 24, further comprising the step of ufitiating configuration application software 
at the configuration computer. / 

26. The method for ciCHifiguring the software of the server computer of 
claim 25, further comprising the steps of communicating between the configuration 
computer and the server /computer to cause the server computer to initiate 
configuration application/software at the configuration computer to permit data 
communication betweenr the configuration computer and the server computer using a 
graphical user interface. 



